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HAGGAI INSTITUTE ‘TURNING POINT’ 
IN EGYPTIAN CHRISTIAN’S LIFE  … 
 
 
Egyptian Christian Hany Selwanis, who left Cairo to avoid the violence of the 
2011 “Arab Spring” revolution in Cairo to make a new home in Australia, says the 
two weeks he spent at a Haggai Institute leadership course in the Middle East in 
2006 was the “turning point” in his life. 
 
Hany, an engineer in the oil and gas industry in Egypt, came to Sydney on a 
Skilled Migrant Visa in July 2011 with his pharmacist wife Christine and 
daughters Nataly, 9 and Karen 7. 
 
Hany has now moved into the field of Christian television in Sydney, and with the 
rest of his family is looking forward to becoming an Australian citizen later this 
year. 
 

 
 
He said: “We chose to come to Australia because Christine has family here, but it 
turned out to be the best choice we could possibly have made – we love our new 
country with a passion, and feel totally at home here. We never feel like 
strangers. 
 



“God opened the most amazing door at a conference I attended almost as soon as 
we arrived in Australia, linking me with the CEO of CMTV (Christian Media 
Television) - and before I knew it, I had a job as Business Manager for CMTV. 
 
“Since then we have produced some 350 live shows in Arabic and 130 English 
episodes. We are now planning to launch a new Christian channel later in the 
year. 
 
”I am humbled and amazed by what God has done in my life – the last thing I 
would have expected back in Egypt was to be working in Christian television in 
Australia.” 
 
According to Hany, his life was “totally transformed” when he attended a Haggai 
Institute leadership course in the Middle East in March 2006. 
 
“The course had about 80 leaders from all over the Middle East, including Sudan, 
Palestine, Lebanon, Algeria, Syria, Qatar, Kuwait and 16 from war-torn Iraq who 
had miraculously obtained visas allowing them to attend the training. 
 
“As a group, we worked together and played together and prayed together, 
developing an amazing bond of friendship that lasts to this day. We shared the 
enjoyment of learning in areas such as leadership, evangelism, reaching out to 
diverse religious groups, Middle East culture, goal setting, management and 
motivation among many others. 
 
“What I learned during that time with Haggai literally turned my life around – it 
was the turning point in my life. 
 
“During my time as an engineer in the Egyptian oil and gas industry, I worked 
and travelled with customers of all faiths. Having grown up as a Christian in 
Egypt, I had no trouble interacting with them on a professional level, but I was 
somewhat cautious in the area of faith. 
 
“I found most people are very open to hear about hope and love. I found as I 
developed friendships with my customers, they often were curious to hear why I 
seemed to have a peace and joy that they lacked. 
 
“I talked to them about our awesome God, and His love bringing light into the 
world. Sometimes I openly shared Jesus with them, sometimes not - I operated 
on a ‘case-by-case’ basis, allowing the Holy Spirit to lead me in how I should 
speak to them. 
 
“What I learned at Haggai was that my interaction with these people was no 
accident, and that indeed, I had been called into a ‘marketplace ministry’ within 
my wider business dealings. In God, nothing is an accident and nothing goes to 
waste. 
 
“I came to understand that my job was – and is – a divine calling to the 
marketplace.” 
 



Hany said this had continued in Australia, as he worked with a range of major 
ministries in the area of Christian television.  
 

 
 
 
“Incredible doors are opening, and I just stand in awe every day at what the Lord 
is doing in the life of someone as ordinary as me. 
 
“The Haggai genius is to train highly qualified leaders all over the developing 
world in powerful, cutting edge mission techniques, and send them back into 
their own countries where they each commit to both missions activities and 
training a further 100 leaders in their own country in the skills they have 
learned. 
 
“That is nothing less than exponential increase! 
 
“What an amazingly God-breathed, unique model. There is nothing like it in the 
history of world missions – it is smart, focused and highly strategic. 
 
“I have learned that over nearly 50 years, Haggai has trained some 96,000 
leaders in 187 countries. 
 
“I stand in awe at what God is doing in some of the darkest corners of the world 
through this incredible ministry,” he said. 
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